m5|NCE 2015

2026 ——=

TITLE:

BEYOND WORD LISTS: HOW THE NGSL
PROJECT IS CHANGING LANGUAGE
LEARNING

SPEAKER: CHARLIE BROWNE
PRESENTATION TYPE: PLENARY

Abstract

In 2012, the New General Service List (NGSL) was developed with a simple goal: to help learners focus on
the words that matter most. At the time, it was just a single vocabulary list designed to address a
problem familiar to many teachers around the world—students were investing enormous amounts of
time learning English, but often not learning the vocabulary that would help them most.

What began as a single word list soon evolved into something much larger. As teachers, learners,
researchers, and materials developers began using the NGSL, new needs emerged. Additional
vocabulary lists were created for academic English, business English, spoken English, extensive reading,
test preparation, and other specialized purposes. New tools followed to support assessment, text
analysis, materials development, vocabulary learning, and research. More recently, Al-powered
applications have expanded the project's ability to create, adapt, and personalize learning materials.
Today, the NGSL Project has grown into a global ecosystem of open-source vocabulary resources used by
educators, researchers, publishers, app developers, and educational organizations around the world.
Through examples drawn from classrooms, research, publishing, and educational technology, this
plenary explores how the project has evolved over the past fourteen years and examines the impact that
vocabulary-informed resources can have on language teaching and learning. Ultimately, this is not
simply a story about word lists. It is a story about how research-based resources, freely shared with the
educational community, can grow into new possibilities for learners, teachers, researchers, and content
developers worldwide.
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