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Abstract

This plenary explores how inclusion can transform English language classrooms into spaces where all
learners are recognised, supported, and empowered. It argues that inclusive practice is not limited to
accommodating identified needs, but involves creating equitable learning environments in which
diversity is valued as a resource for learning and community-building. Drawing on social, interactional,
and neurodiversity-informed understandings of inclusion, the talk considers how teachers can move
beyond deficit views of learners and focus instead on removing barriers to participation, engagement,
and success. Particular attention is given to practical strategies for inclusive ELT, including
differentiation, multisensory learning, accessible materials, inclusive assessment, learner voice, and the
development of agency. The plenary also highlights the importance of small, sustainable adjustments
that can have a significant impact on learners’' confidence, belonging, and progress. By means of this
talk, teachers are invited to see inclusion as both a pedagogical commitment and a social responsibility.
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