
Abstract
We have spent a while now worrying about what AI will do to our readers. In this session I want to turn
the question around and ask what reading still does for them, and how we protect it.
A tool can summarise the novel, answer the questions, and write the essay before the bell rings. What it
cannot do is give a learner the climb: the slow, under-your-own-power experience of meaning arriving
word by word, and the quiet pride of having finished something difficult. That climb is where reading
stamina, patience and an inner voice are built, and it is the one thing we cannot outsource without
risking losing the reader entirely.
So, this will be a practical hour. I'll share reading activities I actually use, the kind you can take straight
into class: simple, no special equipment required, and designed to get students genuinely reading while
also showing you who has really turned the pages. We’ll also look at why the right book at the right level
can achieve far more than forced extension.
Come along if your students have decided they're "bad at reading," or if you simply want a handful of
activities that work.

Sushil Penuti, ELT Pedagogical Specialist at ELi Publishing, lifelong learner, avid reader, and passionate
advocate for the power of reading in language education.
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