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A REVIEW OF JAPANESE EDUCATION
REFORMS IN A PARADIGM SHIFT

Abstract

The current educational paradigm shift facing the world has increased the push from countries the
world over to urgently map out their strategies on their adoption of Al and to further enhance their drive
for sustainable living. In Japan, such concerns have led to the implementation of Education for
Sustainable Development (ESD) programs. To reach its own societal and educational goals, The Ministry
of Education, Culture, Science, Sports, and Technology - Japan (MEXT) has mandated school boards to
develop soft skills within their students through the employment of collaborative learning. Such a call
has been met with resistance from various segments of society.

This presentation looks at the MEXT's further shift away from traditional teaching methods in a
historically proud and globally successful Confucian Heritage Culture (CHC). Using data from the
presenter’'s PhD research as well as Japan-based literature, the focus will be on the dichotomy between
MEXT policy and the traditions of practitioners in classrooms in Japan. It will introduce a more student-
centered and teacher-friendly pedagogy to reach the intended goals. Recommendations will be
provided to harmonize the 21st reforms with a culturally sensitive approach.
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