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Mastering the Four Skills:
Practical Strategies for Effective Teaching

Course Overview

Teaching Reading, Writing, Speaking, and Listening effectively is a challenge
many educators face. This exclusive 4-week online course, offered through the
EDYOUFEST Mentoring Academy, provides teachers with practical strategies,
innovative techniques, and ready-to-use activities to enhance their students'
language skills.

Designed for English language teachers at any level, this course focuses on real
classroom applications, ensuring that participants leave with tools they can
immediately implement in their teaching.

Start Date: from 2" week March 2025 to 2" week April 2025

Duration: 4 weeks (1-hour session per week)

Format: Online (Live Sessions via Zoom)

Certification: Digital Certificate upon Completion

Speakers: 1) Charles Browne 2) George Kokolas 3) Rob Howard 4) ............

This course is ideal for:

e Foreign language teachers and coaches.

e University students preparing for a career in ELT.

e Educators looking to improve student engagement, skill development,
and lesson planning.

e Teachers who want practical, real-world strategies to enhance their
teaching.

Why Join This Course?

e Hands-on, practical approach — No boring theory, just real strategies!

¢ Immediate classroom application — Activities you can use the next day.
¢ Interactive, live learning — Ask questions and engage with the speaker.
e Certificate of Completion — Boost your professional development.

e Foreign language teachers and coaches can adapt these practical ideas



Course Structure & Topics:

Session 1: Teaching Reading — Making Reading Enjoyable through Extensive
Reading

o How to foster a love for reading and develop reading fluency.
o Practical ways to implement Extensive Reading (ER) in the classroom.
« Using online tools and graded readers to enhance student engagement.

Session 2: Teaching Writing — Expanding Short Sentences into Engaging
Passages

o How to teach structured writing from beginner to advanced levels.
« Scaffolding techniques for paragraph organization and essay writing.
» Effective feedback strategies without overwhelming students.

Session 3: Teaching Speaking — Building Fluency & Confidence

o Overcoming students' fear of speaking.

o Practical classroom activities: Role-lays, discussions, storytelling, and
presentations.

« Balancing fluency vs. accuracy in speaking lessons.

Session 4: Teaching Listening — Training the Ears & the Brain

o How to improve students' listening skills beyond just "hearing" words.

o Using authentic audio (TED Talks, podcasts, songs) to build engagement.

o Teaching strategies for understanding different accents and speech
speeds.



Mastering the Four Skills:
Practical Strategies for Effective Teaching

Session 1: Teaching Reading — Making Reading Enjoyable through
Extensive Reading

« How to foster a love for reading and develop reading fluency.

« Practical ways to implement Extensive Reading (ER) in the
classroom.

. Using online tools and graded readers to enhance student
engagement.

Date: 11 March, Time: 10.00 (GMT) 2025
Speaker: Dr. Charles Browne

Objectives:

. Introduce teachers to the principles and benefits of Extensive
Reading (ER).

« Equip educators with strategies to help motivate students to
read more and improve their reading fluency.

. Provide free online tools for selecting, grading, and assessing
reading materials.

Key Topics:

. Understanding Extensive Reading and its impact on language
acquisition.

« How ER differs from intensive reading and traditional
comprehension-based approaches.

. Choosing and adapting graded readers and digital resources for
different proficiency levels.

. Using online tools like www.er-central.com to access free
reading materials and track progress.

. Leveraging www.ngslprofiler.com to create and assess level-
appropriate reading texts.



Classroom Applications:

. How to structure an ER program to suit different learner levels
and contexts.

. Integrating pre, while and post-reading activities to support
comprehension.

« Encouraging self-selected reading and extensive exposure to
meaningful input.

. Using technology to enhance motivation and track student
progress.

Possible Activities for Teachers:

« Task: Exploring ER Central to find and adapt reading materials
for students.

« Task: Use NGSL Builder to create, modify and simplify reading
materials.

. Discussion: How to support students in transitioning from
decoding to fluent reading.



Session 2: Teaching Writing — From Sentences to Strong Texts
Date: 15th March, Time: 14.00 (GMT) 2025 Speaker: George Kokolas
Objectives:

« Help teachers develop students' writing skills progressively,
from simple sentences to structured essays.

. Provide strategies for error correction and constructive
feedback.

Key Topics:

. The difference between product-based and process-based
writing.

. Helping students brainstorm, plan, draft, revise, and edit their
writing.

. Strategies for teaching coherence and cohesion (linking words,
paragraph structure, organization).

« Common writing errors and how to correct them without
discouraging students.

Classroom Applications:

. Using writing frames and scaffolds to support weaker students.

. Teaching different text types (letters, reports, essays,
summaries).

. Peer editing and self-assessment techniques.

Possible Activities for Teachers:

. Hands-on task: Given a short student-written text, teachers will
identify areas for improvement and suggest feedback
techniques.

. Collaborative activity: Create a guided writing lesson plan for a
specific student level.



Session 3: Teaching Speaking — Building Fluency & Confidence
Date: 29th March, Time: 14.00 (GMT) 2025 Speaker: Rob Howard
Objectives:

. Provide techniques for helping students speak more confidently
and fluently.

. Help teachers overcome common challenges, such as shyness,
lack of vocabulary, and fear of making mistakes.

Key Topics:

. The difference between accuracy-based and fluency-based
speaking activities.

. Building confidence in reluctant speakers.

. Using role-plays, discussions, and debates to encourage
interaction.

« Error correction in speaking: when and how to correct without
disrupting fluency.

Classroom Applications:

. Creating a safe environment where students feel comfortable
speaking.

. Teaching pronunciation and intonation naturally.

. Using storytelling, problem-solving tasks, and real-world
simulations to promote speaking.

Possible Activities for Teachers:

. Hands-on task: Design a speaking activity that balances fluency
and accuracy.

. Role-play: Teachers act as students and participate in a
structured speaking task.



Session 4: Teaching Listening — Training the Ears & the Brain
Date: 10 April, Time: 15.00 (GMT) 2025 Speaker: Natalia Vidal
Objectives:

. Teach strategies to help students actively engage with listening
materials instead of passively hearing.

« Help teachers integrate listening skills with speaking and
pronunciation practice.

Key Topics:

. Types of listening skills: top-down vs. bottom-up processing.

. How to teach students to predict, infer, and summarize spoken
information.

« Choosing and using authentic listening materials effectively.

. Helping students deal with accents, speed, and unclear
pronunciation.

Classroom Applications:

« Designing pre-listening, while-listening, and post-listening
activities.

. Using songs, podcasts, TED talks, and real-life conversations in
the classroom.

. Teaching note-taking strategies for better comprehension.

Possible Activities for Teachers:

. Listening analysis: Teachers experience a listening task as
learners and reflect on the challenges.

« Lesson planning: Create a listening lesson using an authentic
audio resource.



Additional Course Features:

. Live Q&A at the End of Each Session — Encourage interaction
and real problem-solving.

. Digital Course Materials (PDF Summary) — Provide key
takeaways and activity templates.

« Certificate of Completion for Participants — A great incentive
for EDYOUCARD subscribers.



