
 
 
Could three American presidents, James Bond and Queen 
Elizabeth have met in Belgrade? 
 
Although the title may sound unusual, with the aid of a time machine and a little imagination, 
Belgrade reveals itself as a city of fascinating history and extensive contacts with the English-
speaking world. 
 
In the 19th century, Serbia gained independence and began to chart its path toward Europe. 
Belgrade expanded, and one of its most beautiful districts, modern Vračar, developed on 
land owned by Francis Mackenzie, a Scottish businessman. He purchased a large estate, 
subdivided it into plots, and sold them to residents. The entire area became known as 
Englezovac, meaning “the Englishman’s place.” Although Mackenzie was Scottish, he was 
commonly mistaken for an Englishman, and the name reflected that perception. While the 
toponym is no longer in common use, one of the main streets in the area still bears his name 
 
However, Mackenzie is not the only figure from the English-speaking world after whom 
Belgrade streets are named. The city also features streets named after William Shakespeare, 
Charlie Chaplin, John Galsworthy, George Orwell, Jesse Owens, among others, as well as 
three American presidents—George Washington, John F. Kennedy, and Woodrow Wilson. 
 

But what about Agent 007? Before revealing the full 
story, there are a few things worth noting—perhaps 
best accompanied by a glass of vodka martini, 
shaken, not stirred. Once upon a time, on the eve of 
the Second World War, there lived in Belgrade a man 
of refined manners, a ladies’ man, an accomplished 
gambler, fluent in several languages, and remarkably 
agile and resourceful in the face of danger. He 

worked for MI6 and was awarded the Order of the British Empire for his service. Does this 
sound familiarHis name was Popov, Dušan Popov. Although there are no films dedicated to 



him, he was one of Ian Fleming’s primary inspirations for the character of James Bond. He 
lived just a few minutes’ walk from the Faculty of Philology, in Francuska Street. He was not 
technically “on Her Majesty’s Secret Service,” because his intelligence work took place 
during the reign of King George VI. 
 
George VI’s successor, Queen Elizabeth II, visited Belgrade in 1972, including a visit to the 
University of Belgrade, located in Captain Miša’s Mansion, where the Faculty of Philology still 
has its premises today. 
 
And now, a few words about the 
Faculty of Philology. English has been 
taught at the Faculty of Philology since 
the 19th century, while the 
Department of English Language and 
Literature was formally established in 
1929. Over nearly a century of its 
existence, the Department has hosted 
many distinguished linguists and 
writers, including Randolph Quirk, 
David Crystal, Lawrence Durrell, Saul 
Bellow, and Angus Wilson, among 
others. Today, it remains one of the largest departments of its kind and is home to many 
distinguished scholars. 
 
We hope you enjoyed this brief journey through Belgrade’s connections to the English-
speaking world. It would be our great honour to welcome you to Belgrade. 
 


