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EDITORIAL 
 

EdYOUFest Derry & EDYOUMARATHON: The 2026 Kick-Off 

A new year begins, and with it a 
renewed sense of energy, purpose, 
and connection. 

This EDYOUMAGAZINE issue 
comes out at a very special time: 
the first week of February, exactly 
when the EdYOUFest community is 
preparing to meet again — both in 
person and online — through two 
initiatives that represent the heart 
of our mission: EdYOUFest Derry 
2026 and EDYOUMARATHON. 

EdYOUFest is not just a conference. 
It is not just a training event. 
It is a living educational ecosystem 
built on one powerful belief: 
teachers grow best when they 
grow together. 

Why this issue, why now? 

Because this is a countdown issue 
— a moment to pause, reflect, and 
get ready. 

With EdYOUFest Derry (13–15 
February 2026), we are bringing our 
community to a place with a strong 
identity, a unique spirit, and a 
deeply human atmosphere. Derry is 

not only a venue: it becomes a 
symbol of what EdYOUFest stands 
for — culture, dialogue, 
openness, and learning through 
experience. 

At the same time, 
EDYOUMARATHON represents the 
other side of our identity: the ability 
to connect educators beyond 
borders, time zones, and distances, 
proving that meaningful training 
can also be global, accessible, 
and continuous. 

Together, these two projects show 
something important: 

EdYOUFest is a community that 
moves. 
In classrooms. In cities. Across 
countries. Online and offline.  

A theme that matters 

EdYOUFest Derry will focus on a 
timely and urgent question: 

Human Intelligence in the Age of 
Technology: Key to Future 
Teaching? 
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In a world that is increasingly 
shaped by AI and digital 
transformation, education cannot 
lose what makes it deeply 
meaningful: the human dimension. 
This is the real strength of teachers 
— not only knowledge, but 
empathy, intuition, creativity, 
critical thinking, and the ability to 
inspire others. 

Technology may change how we 
teach, but it must never replace 
why we teach. 

A magazine for real educators 

In this issue, you will find: 

• highlights and previews of 
EdYOUFest Derry 

• spotlights on speakers, 
themes, and practical 
guidance for participants 

• a clear introduction to 
EDYOUMARATHON, its 
format and educational value 

• reflections on how these 
projects connect into one 
common vision 

Most importantly, you will find the 
voices of educators who make 
EdYOUFest what it is: a shared 
home for professional growth. 

A simple invitation 

Whether you are joining us in Derry, 
following the Marathon online, or 
discovering EdYOUFest for the first 
time through these pages, our 
message is the same: 

You belong here. 

Welcome to the 2026 kick-off. 
Let’s build, guide, and inspire — 
together. 

Giovanni Rottura 
EdYOUFest Founder  
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Spotlight on EdYOUFest Derry 2026 

Welcome to Derry 

Welcome to Derry, 
one of the most 
fascinating and 
culturally vibrant 
cities in Northern 
Ireland. Located in 
the north-west of the 
island, Derry is a 
place where history 
and modern identity 
come together in a 
truly unique 
atmosphere. The city 
is well known for its 
impressive 17th-
century walls, 
among the best 
preserved in Europe, 
oUering unforgettable 
views and a powerful 
sense of heritage. 

Crossed by the River 
Foyle and connected 
by the iconic Peace 
Bridge, Derry also 
represents resilience, 
renewal and 
community spirit. 
Today, it is recognised 
as a creative hub, rich 
in festivals, arts and 
cultural initiatives — 
an energy that made 
it famous as the UK 
City of Culture 
(2013). 
For EdYOUFest 
participants, Derry is 
more than a 
destination: it is an 
experience. A 
welcoming city where 

learning, inspiration 
and meaningful 
connections 
naturally happen. 
……. We are looking 
forward to coming 
together to share 
ideas, spark 
conversations, and 
inspire one another. 
You’ll discover that 
the only thing warmer 
than our welcome is 
our passion for 
learning, connection, 
and collaboration. 
We can’t wait to see 
you soon and share 
the true heart and 
spirit of our wonderful 
city with you. 

 
John McGowan  

Managing Director,   
The Northwest Academy of  English  
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The Programme 
The programme of EdYOUFest 
Derry 2026 is designed to offer a 
complete experience: high-profile 
plenary sessions, themed 
workshops, poster sessions, panel 
discussions, and the certificate 

ceremony. What makes the Derry 
edition truly unique are also the 
social moments: the gala dinner, 
Irish music and dance, and a guided 
cultural day tour to discover the city

13th February 2026: 
08.30 – 09.15: Meeting at the host school 
09.15 – 09.55: Local authorities and organizers welcome 
10.00 – 11.30: First Plenary Session: Charles Browne 
The Vocabulary Revolution: How Corpus Tools, Extensive Reading, and AI 
Can Transform Learning 
11.45 – 12.30: Workshops: 
  Board Room - Clare Heane 
  Igniting the Fire Within: Motivating Learners in the EFL Classroom 
  Room 2 - Qasserras Lhoussine  
 Teaching with Heart and Mind: Human Qualities That AI Cannot Replace 
  Room 3 – Anna Lipina 
Can teachers realistically create a “digital clone”  to handle routine work—or 
is it just a tech myth? 
12.30 – 13.45: Lunchtime 
14.00 – 15.30: Second Plenary Session: Catherine Mantadaki 
  Mediation in EFL Teaching: Enhancing the Human Advantage in Learning 
15.45 – 16.30: Workshops: 
    Board Room - Alex Mackenzie 
    Flexibility over formula: post-method language teaching 
    Room 2, Alona Korniienko 
    Inside the Mental Lexicon: Coaching the Brain Toward Language Autonomy 
    Room 3, Lawrence Body 
    The creative heart of teaching. Integrating mindfulness and compassion 
into the classroom 
16.45 – 18.00: Third Plenary Session: Robert Howard 
    You Can't Program Passion - Why AI Can't Replace the Heart of Teaching 
18.00 – 19.30: Free time 
19.30 – 22.30: Gala Dinner with Music and Dance 

https://dea4a428-853a-4440-a194-43c772208444.filesusr.com/ugd/ec36e4_fc342a27c1724d0ca68ce62380839b65.pdf
https://dea4a428-853a-4440-a194-43c772208444.filesusr.com/ugd/ec36e4_490a3a7d110d4b78b2ffbb56bf695ca5.pdf
https://dea4a428-853a-4440-a194-43c772208444.filesusr.com/ugd/ec36e4_da2d3ab4bc4548ec92eeca46dc313f73.pdf
https://dea4a428-853a-4440-a194-43c772208444.filesusr.com/ugd/ec36e4_96a2bd7cc9b049f28a85a5121e6d8d55.pdf
https://dea4a428-853a-4440-a194-43c772208444.filesusr.com/ugd/ec36e4_d2155499404e4dfc9776aee0b28951f3.pdf
https://dea4a428-853a-4440-a194-43c772208444.filesusr.com/ugd/ec36e4_3e4e1e0af0b64273989f545e65d9602d.pdf
https://dea4a428-853a-4440-a194-43c772208444.filesusr.com/ugd/ec36e4_b8391a8d095d4922aad554f0fbef4cb8.pdf
https://dea4a428-853a-4440-a194-43c772208444.filesusr.com/ugd/ec36e4_d0b35350e6f44c5499d8769286891cec.pdf
https://dea4a428-853a-4440-a194-43c772208444.filesusr.com/ugd/ec36e4_23e62842a5524642baefe996c9b3cb03.pdf
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 14th February 2026: 
09.30 – 09.50: Meeting at the host school 
10.00 – 11.30: Fourth Plenary Session: Thomas Jones 
Teaching for tomorrow 
11.45 – 12.30: Workshops: 
 Board Room – Olena Kuzmenko 
 AI for teachers who don't have time: tools that save planning hours 
 Room 2, Eng Hai Tan 
Happy Hormones in Action – Energizers to Boost Motivation, Focus, and 
Classroom Dynamics 
 Room 3, Ruairi O'Connor 
Tip and Tricks for AI in the classroom and recognising in its use with 
students                     
12.30 – 13.45: Lunchtime 
14.00 – 14.50: Poster sessions 
15.00 – 15.50: Workshops: 
 Board Room, John Dobbins 
Introductory Irish-language session 
 Room 2, Antonina Devitska 
Voice, Identity and AI: Creating Speech Portraits of Students through Voccent 
 Room 3, Inesa Melnyk 
 Beyond the Algorithm: Crafting Human-Centered AI Experiences in EFL 
16.00 – 17.00: Panel with Rob Howard, Charles Browne and Mantadaki 
17.00 – 18.00: Certificate Ceremony 
18.00 – 20.00: Irish music and dance 
15th February 2026:  
Cultural Day Tour  
Start time: 09:00 am 
Meeting point: Guildhall Square (central, easy to find) 
Route & Stops: 

1. Guildhall Square  
2. Walk part of the City Walls  
3. St Columb’s Cathedral / Long Tower  
4. Cross via Peace Bridge  
5. Bogside & Murals 
6. End at Museum of Free Derry  

 

https://dea4a428-853a-4440-a194-43c772208444.filesusr.com/ugd/ec36e4_6ad2dcfeaee14c04b68ee92bdc746790.pdf
https://dea4a428-853a-4440-a194-43c772208444.filesusr.com/ugd/ec36e4_58f1b13dbb6948adac214110cdf0a8bb.pdf
https://dea4a428-853a-4440-a194-43c772208444.filesusr.com/ugd/ec36e4_3f46debdf6be41d5a1360a319765affc.pdf
https://dea4a428-853a-4440-a194-43c772208444.filesusr.com/ugd/ec36e4_41f199094ea84eec96665cf74303f847.pdf
https://dea4a428-853a-4440-a194-43c772208444.filesusr.com/ugd/ec36e4_19198dac87c94cce8b219ca017ccd102.pdf
https://dea4a428-853a-4440-a194-43c772208444.filesusr.com/ugd/ec36e4_ec9ce8ca1b2d4055b9ae332a46f6160b.pdf
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EdYOUFest Derry, The Local Team 
The local team is made up of staff members from Northwest Academy, the 
language school that will host EdYOUFest Derry. They have worked with 
great dedication and enthusiasm to support the 
organisation of the event, taking care of logistics, 
coordination and the overall participant 
experience. Their commitment and hospitality 
play a key role in creating the warm and 
welcoming EdYOUFest atmosphere we all value. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Behind the Scenes of EdYOUFest Derry: The Local Team Making It 
Happen 

But behind every successful event, there is always something that remains 
almost invisible to participants — yet it is essential: the local team. 

EdYOUFest is not only a conference. It is a movement built on professional 
growth, collaboration, and shared educational values. And that is exactly why 
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each EdYOUFest edition depends on the energy, dedication and competence 
of a local group of people who work with care to make everything possible. 

In Derry, this commitment is represented by a team drawn directly from The 
Northwest Academy — teachers and staff members who not only work in 
education every day, but who believe deeply in what EdYOUFest stands for. 

This article is dedicated to them.  

 

Why hosting EdYOUFest matters 

At The Northwest Academy, we have always believed that education goes 
beyond delivering language lessons. A language school is a place of learning, 
but also a place where identity is shaped, confidence grows, and individuals 
discover new possibilities. For this reason, professional development is not 
something “extra” — it is part of our core mission. 

Hosting EdYOUFest in Derry represents an important step in this direction. 

Meet the Local EdYOUFest Team 

The Local EdYOUFest Team for the Derry edition is made up of people from 
our school. Their work reflects the spirit of EdYOUFest: collaboration, 
reliability, and genuine human connection. 

What makes this local team special is the balance between the professional 
and the personal. Some members contribute through coordination and 
planning, others through logistics and hospitality, others through 
communication and direct support for speakers and participants. 

Every role is different, yet each one has the same purpose: to create the 
conditions for learning, exchange and inspiration. 

Although participants may not see the preparation behind the scenes, they 
will experience its results constantly: smooth organisation, clear schedules, 
supportive guidance, and an atmosphere that encourages meaningful 
conversation. A local team is not just a group of organisers. It is a community 
in action. 
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EdYOUFest/Derry 
 
 
 
 
 

Location: 
The North West Academy 
Northern Ireland 
37 Great James St,  
Londonderry BT48 7DF 
 

Recommended  
Airports: 
• Derry 
• Belfast 
• Dublin 

 

 
 
 
 

• International Speakers 
• Practical Workshops 
• Teacher Networking 

More Information 
www.edyoufest.org/derry 
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Speakers 
EdYOUFest Derry 2026 will welcome an inspiring line-up of international 
speakers, bringing expertise, fresh perspectives and practical classroom 
ideas. The programme includes 4 plenary sessions, 12 workshop sessions, 
1 panel session, and 1 poster session, offering participants a rich mix of 
theory, innovation, and hands-on professional development. Each session is 
designed to encourage reflection, interaction and meaningful discussion, 
making EdYOUFest a truly engaging learning experience. 

Theme  

The theme of the 2026 edition offers a highly topical reflection: Human 
Intelligence in the Age of Technology: Key to Future Teaching? At a time 
when AI is increasingly entering the classroom, EdYOUFest invites educators 
to rediscover the value of genuinely human skills: empathy, creativity, critical 
thinking, communication, and the ability to inspire. 
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EYOUMARATHON is more than a webinar series: it is a space where 
teachers meet, share, and learn together. Across 9 live sessions, our 
speakers will inspire educators with new perspectives, practical ideas, 
and meaningful reflections for today’s classroom. A full 12-hour online 
journey dedicated to innovation, inclusion, and growth. 
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EDYOUMARATHON 2026: Teaching for 
Tomorrow – Innovation, Inclusion, Impact 

In a world where education is evolving faster than ever, teachers need more 
than occasional 
updates—they need 
connection, 
inspiration, and 
practical 
development 
opportunities that 
are truly global in 
spirit. 

This is exactly where 
EDYOUMARATHON, 
the international 
online format created 
by EdYOUFest, 
makes its impact. 

EDYOUMARATHON is 
a unique 12-hour 
online teacher 
development 
experience, designed 
to connect educators 
across countries, 
cultures, and 
teaching contexts 
through expert input, 
live sessions, and 
immediately 
applicable classroom ideas. It is not simply a webinar day—it is a global 
gathering for those who believe in continuous professional growth and the 
strength of an international teaching community. 



 

33 

The 2026 Edition: 18 March 2026 
The next edition of EDYOUMARATHON will take place on 18 March 2026, 
marking the 12th EDYOUMARATHON event since the project began. Over the 
years, the event has become a symbol of EdYOUFest’s core identity: 

• high academic 
quality 
• teacher development 
excellence 
• international 
networking 
• inclusion and 
inspiration 

The 2026 edition will be a 
vibrant milestone that 
continues to reflect the 
EdYOUFest style—
professional, warm, 
dynamic, and deeply 
community-driven.  

EDYOUMARATHON 2026 
will feature nine 
international webinars, 
delivered by outstanding 
speakers from different 
educational and cultural 
contexts. What makes this 
edition truly one of a kind is 
the participation of five 

Special Guests—high-profile professionals who are usually keynote 
speakers or teacher trainers themselves, but this time will take on a special 
role: they will introduce other teacher trainers, creating a dynamic chain of 
professional recognition, collaboration, and community celebration. It is a 
rare and powerful concept: teacher trainers supporting teacher trainers, 
united in one shared educational space. 
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Theme 2026:  

Teaching for Tomorrow: Innovation, Inclusion, Impact 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Unique Format: 9 Webinars, 5 Special Guests, One 
Global Community  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The theme oUers a powerful lens through 
which educators can explore what matters 
most today: 
Innovation, not as a trend, but as meaningful 
change in classroom practice 
Inclusion, as a daily responsibility and a long-
term educational vision 
Impact, focusing on real professional growth 
and learner outcomes It is a theme that speaks 
directly to the future of education—one where 
teachers are not only instructors, but leaders 
of transformation. 

EDYOUMARATHON 2026 will 
feature nine international 
webinars, delivered by 
outstanding speakers from 
different educational and cultural 
contexts. What makes this edition 
truly one of a kind is the 
participation of five Special 
Guests—high-profile 
professionals who are usually 
keynote speakers or teacher 
trainers themselves, but this time 
will take on a special role: 

 they will introduce other teacher trainers, creating a dynamic chain of 
professional recognition, collaboration, and community celebration. It is a 
rare and powerful concept: teacher trainers supporting teacher trainers, 
united in one shared educational space. 
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The Programme (GMT) 
 

09:00 (GMT) – Start: A warm welcome from the EDYOUTEAM 

09:15 (GMT) – Webinar 1 – Joël Laurier (Introduced by Charlie Browne) 
Title: A review of Japanese education reforms in a paradigm shift 

10:30 (GMT) – Webinar 2 – Robert Stroud (Introduced by Charlie Browne) 
Title: Growing Global Minds: Awakening Curiosity Through Meaningful 
Cultural Connections 

11:45 (GMT) – Webinar 3 – Sophia Mavridi (Introduced by George Kokolas) 
Title: Beyond the algorithm: a critical classroom approach to AI bias 

13:00 (GMT) – Webinar 4 – Daniel Xerri (Introduced by George Kokolas) 
Title: Leading and Teaching on Empty: Understanding Burnout in ELT 

14:15 (GMT) – Webinar 5 – Alastair Grant (Introduced by Rob Howard) 
Title: Engaging the students of 2026: Generation Alpha and beyond 

15:30 (GMT) – Webinar 6 – Marjorie Rosenberg (Introduced by Rob Howard) 
Title: Activities to Encourage Learner-Generated Content for the ELT 
Classroom 

16:45 (GMT) – Webinar 7 – Maria Araxi Sachpaxian (Introduced by Rob 
Howard) 
Title: Maximizing the potential of your Coursebook 

18:00 (GMT) – Webinar 8 – Dorothy Zemach (Introduced by Thom Jones) 
Title: Too Good To Be Bad; Too Bad To Be Good 

19:15 (GMT) – Webinar 9 – Hind Elkhatim Elyas (Introduced by Thom Jones) 
Title: The "Why" and "How" of Writing: Activating Higher-Order Thinking with 
the EDRC Probing Framework 

21:00 (GMT) – Finish: Closing Remarks and Event Wrap-Up 
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Supported by 

an Outstanding International Network 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDYOUMARATHON 2026 is proudly supported by an international group of 
institutions and partners, including: 

 

On 18 March 2026, teachers from all over 
the world will once again meet online for 
twelve hours of inspiration, reflection, 
learning and exchange. 

Because teaching for tomorrow begins 
today. 
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Speakers  
EDYOUMARATHON, brings together an inspiring line-up of international 
speakers, teacher trainers, academic experts, and classroom practitioners 
from across the world. This edition includes 9 live webinars, designed to offer 
English language educators a rich mix of inspiring ideas, practical 
methodologies, and fresh perspectives on teaching and learning. 

The EDYOUMARATHON format encourages: 

• short, dynamic sessions 
• a variety of global perspectives 
• interactive reflection and discussion 
• practical strategies for the classroom 
• continuous professional development 

Each webinar is led by a carefully selected 
speaker, ensuring a high-quality learning 
experience and making EDYOUMARATHON a truly engaging international 
journey for teachers. 

Theme  

The theme of this EDYOUMARATHON edition reflects the challenges and 
opportunities of modern education: 
Teaching in a Changing World: Innovation, Inclusion & Teacher Growth. 

At a time when teaching is evolving rapidly—through technology, new student 
needs, and global educational trends — EDYOUMARATHON invites teachers 
to explore: 

• how to keep lessons meaningful and motivating 
• how to build inclusive and supportive learning environments 
• how to strengthen professional confidence and teaching identity 
• how to innovate while staying connected to real classroom practice 

EDYOUMARATHON is more than a series of webinars: it is a global learning 
space where teachers can feel inspired, valued, and connected. 
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