
Abstract
Low-stakes, intercultural exchanges give students the chance to explore new perspectives, ask
questions, and think deeply about the world around them. By engaging in supportive online dialogue,
learners build confidence, curiosity, and critical thinking skills while connecting with peers from different
cultures. This session introduces one such project and shows how educators can bring these enriching
experiences into their own classrooms.

Dr. Robert Stroud, professor at Hosei University, Japan, specializes in tools for scaffolding, structured
planning, and AI-driven engagement to ease anxiety and boost classroom engagement. As editor of 'The
University Grapevine' newsletter and co-author of the 'SMART communication' textbook series, his work
blends academic rigor with practical strategies for transformative language learning.
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