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Abstract

“Motivation is no longer the primary key for successful learning” (Mercer, 2019). Even the most motivated
student can get distracted in these difficult times, and we can hardly blame them. Not only is the world
around our learners an ever more challenging place to live, but since life online became the new normal,
what chance do we stand as teachers, trying to hold their attention? The answer is Learner Engagement,
which has been described as “one of the hottest research topics in the field of educational psychology”
(Sinatra, Heddy & Lombardi, 2015). In this session we will look at the three key steps of fostering learner
engagement in teens: creating learner willingness to engage, triggering active engagement and then
keeping our learners engaged, to ensure that a much higher level of learning is taking place. Come and
find out why engagement is new being called “the holy grail of learning” (lbid.)
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